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This presentation provides an historical sketch of 
the All-Anerican Girls* Baseball League (AAGBBL) • The League fias 
created ^in 1942 as the All^American &irls* Softball League, by Philip 
K. Hxigley* He initiated the League as a non-profit organization 
governed by a board of three trustees. Mr, Hrigley^s baisic motivation 
for creating the AAGSBL was to organize substitute entertainment for' 
men's professional baseball. In 1943, ^r. Hrigley began 
de-emphasizing the League's identity "with softhall and emphasizing 
its identity vith baseball. The League vas .renamed the Ail-American 
Girls* Professional Ball League, but unofficially it was referred to 
as the AA6BBi..*.5^^h^ League grew from its four original teams in 1943 
to aSfrarXiSumof ten teams in 194^. By 1954, it had dwindled down to 
five teams. The organizational structure of the League underwent 
three basic changes^ all due to changes in administration. There were 
fklso both real and imagined problems with male 'managers and female 
players. To solve' this^ chaperones were hired. The League ' ^ 
administrators maintained stjrict conduct rules for the players.^ The' 
demise of the AAGBBL came after the 1954 season . Post -Borld War II' 
social changes ^combined; with intra- league changes t-o contribute to 

, the^eague's demise. Many instructive lessons can be ascertained from 
th.e League expedience, however, for curfrent and future* application 
to women's professional sport. An appendix i3 attached which, contains 
charts and tables on structure, salaries, land participants. (BC) 



3ii 3|i 3|i 3(1 :(i all :|i :ii all 9|i 9|i all ail 3|i ail ail ail all all all all all 9ii 3ii 3ii 3ii 3ii 31; 

♦ Docume^its , acquired by EEIC include many informal unpublished ^ ♦ 

♦ materials not available from other sources. • EBIC makes every ef fort ♦ 

♦ to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal ♦ 

♦ reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality ♦ 

♦ of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions EEIC makes available ♦ 

♦ via the EEIC Document Eeproduction Service (EDBS). EDES is not ♦ 

♦ responsible for the quality,.cdG>* the origiijal documelft.^ Be pro duct ions ♦ 

♦ supplied by EDES are the be,^t that can be ma^e from the original, ♦ 

3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l all 3|f 3|l 3|l ^ all all all all all all 3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l 3|l * 3|l 3|l 3|l * 



I 



ERLC 



THE ALL-AMERICAN GIRLS* BASEBALL LEAGUE, 19^3-195^ 



J^errle A. Fidler 
Department of Physical Education 
University of Miiuiiesot^ 
St» Paul, Minnesota 



A paper presented at the Third Annual Conference 
of the North American Society for Sport History 
Boston, Massachsisetts,* April 16-19 # 1975 



/ 



This presei^tlon attempts to provide an historical ^ketch of the 
All-Ameripan Girls' Baseball League. It attempts to describe the 
organlaatioiial structure of the League 'including a b3?ief discussion of * 
its personnel. It also attempts to identify internal ^uid external 
dianges which affected the League's success and decline. Pinallyp it 
attempts to suggest implications of the League's e^cperience pertinent itp 
modem day promoters of women's profiessionstl sport. 
^ The League ^began ope:?atlons^ iji 19^b which you ifill recall was the 
middle of World War II, ^Domestic mstnpoWer was at its lowest tide and 
woraampower in the labor market was the f ocias of a ht)ge federal government 
promotional campaign.^ It became a patriotic duty for Ameriean women to 
lay down their bcrooms^ so to speak > and -.take up all manner of unfamiliar > 
prevf^pusly male-dominated employments. The* sports entertainment world, 
like/other '"masculine" vocations, relied its resistance to female • involve- 
ment durii3g the war.' Women appeared, as jockeys, football coaches, 

urfpires^ bowling j pin setters, caddies, horse trainers knd ball players.-' 

1 

Nearly all of the women who competed^ on the f irpt AU-American 
Girls' Baseball League (AAGBBL) teams werfe bom between 1918 and 1923. 
They became teenagers sometime during the 1930s when the WPA was building 
numerous recreational facilities in urban as well as ^trral areas j it i^sis 
a time when well-established physical education progaAlms were emerging for 
girls and women in schools and collies; it was a time when the sport of 

Softball was achieving maturity and popularity as a sport for all ages and 

5 ' ^ 

both sexes. • ^ 
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By 1939 It was estimated that 60, 00b, 000 people were watching Softball 

games,. aWt 10,000^t)00 more than attended Vsehall games. In 19^3 an \ 

es-^imated 2,750,000 players participated on 115,000 softhall telfiis;. A, 

, 'significant number of -l^ese ^^ere women's teams. Some journalists reported 

• that women's softball teams attracted more spectators th^ men's teams. ^ 

Th6 female softball talent pool generated' in the 1930s combined with the 

manpower shortage of World War II set the stage for an innovative 

entrepreneur to oi^aniise a women's professional softball league. 

The All-AEjprcan Girls' Baseball L^ue. was- created as the^All-Ai^erican 

Girls' SoftbaTL League by Hit'up K. Ifrlgley in. the winter of 19te. Mr.- ' "-.^ 

Wrigley,was and is the owner of the Chicago Cubs and Wrigley .Chevying Gum - 

Company, He initiated the league as a non-profit organization governed by 

a board of three trustees. The trustees included' Mr, Wrigley, Paul Harper, 

.an a.ttomey for the Cubs and Branch Rickey, who was at that time glneral" 
■ - . « . • .. ' • 

manager for the Brooklyn Dodgers. ' Mr. Ric'key was best faiown for signing 

Jackie Hobinson to a Dodger Gontrart' in 1946. ''He has also been con^lJeied 

the most innovative administrator associated with major league baspball,®- 

. . ' ' ' . • o " * . 

The creation of the AAGSBL was one of -the major innovaUve enterprises of 

Mr. Wrigley's and Mr.' Rickey's baseball careers. « " - ' 



Mr. . Wrigley 's basic motivation 'for creating the* AAGSBL was to 
organize substitute entertainment for men's professional baseball whicb was 
threatened by a projected manpower crisis In tfee fall of 19te, This • 
jisis incliaied an extension of "the manpower shortage" problem of 19^1 plus ^ 
government planned mass relocation of workers from non-war to war production - 
labor in the spring of 19^3. Mr. Wrigley attempted to persuade either " 
baseball magnates to cooperate in this endeavor, but they declined to do so.^ 



! 
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Mr^ Wrigiey's creative effoxljs met with resistance from the adminrst9.tors 

of existing Women's* semi-pro soffball leagues in' Chicago. His^oi^anlzation 

^ ' 10 ^ 

threatened to infringe on thel? territory. Qae mearis Mr, Wrigley developed 

at the outset to distinguish his league fro^ the semi-pro leagues was 

througlj their uniforms. The AAGSBL mlforms were designed specif Ically to 

convey the image of femininity. They were model^ after tennis, field 

-V 11 Z. " 

hockey and ice sltating outfits then popular. The uniforms remained 

r ' ' ' ■ • • . . " . 

essentially the same throughout the 12 year history of the league althoigh 

* - 12 

the skirts became shorter and less full to faoilitatejaohility and fielding. 
As early as August of 19^3 Wrlg^ey "bjeg^ de-emphasizing the League •s:::f^ 



identity with softball and emphasiz^ing its ide?ntity with baseball. 



Informally, sjjorts writears ,were instructed to 'refer to' the League as the , 

. * . ■, * f 

AAGBBL. Offlcialy, however, thQ League was christened th^ AU-^American 
Girls' Professional l^all League. , . 

The organizational stmicture of the League landerwent three* basic* y/^ 
changes. These changes can be identified with changes in League ^admini- 
strators (see appendix for oa^anizational charts). 

. The first League president was Ken. Sells who had pcrevjously served as 
arc .assistant to the Cub's general manager. He had the responsibility of 
^organizing the League for the 19^3 season. He noted that his organizational 

efforts would not have been possible if the Cubs' administration had not 

lif ' • f - 

been put at his disposal. 

Mr, Sells is identified with what I call the League's Tarusteeship 
Period, whiGh lasted from 19^3 thro^:gh 19^. If you will notice, all 
League as -well as nearly all team affairs were controlled by» the League 
president during this period. 



In the fall of '19^f after the threat of thes manpower shortage to 
major leagxio baseball had passed/ and after other major league owners 
proved uncooperative in promoting the Girls* League in major league parks, 
wi. Urigley sold the League to one of his advertising agents, Arth^ 
Meyeriioff, Mr. MeyeiAoff had been active in League organisation and 
promotion fSrofii its inception, H6 established a management corporation * 
*hich administered all League affairs and delegated most team affairs to - 
local team direcrtors, * Please note that players 'and managers were still 
''primarily under the conl^l of League administration. Mr, Me'yerhoff acted 
.as commissioner of the League from the fall of 19^ through the fall of ^ 
1950 and headeJd what I term the Managesjent Corporation Period of the 
league, \ , ^ , . 

The jaajor jfunction of Hr. Mejreadioff 's Idanageaent Corporation was to ^ 
maintain a league ^ of f ice in Chicag^t hire personnel, draw up League , 
schedules and publicize and promotet^ the League, In returrf fb3r\administra 

services, the Management Gorporatioh received a percentage of each * 

. {? ' . ^ ' ' \ 

admission to League games, "''^ Althdtfgh a change in the League h^e was 

. ' / ^ v_' ■ ^ " ' 

contemplated iSFith this change League structure,. it. was not un^il the end Of 

•£he 19^5 season that the League wasNa^icially christened the All-American 

GjLrls' Baseball League, - ^ 

* ■' 

Max Carey was employed as Mr, Heyerheff '.s first president. He had 
-been affiliated with the League duAng the 1$^ 9^on as manager of the , ' 
Kllwaukee teai^ Kax was a 2k year veteran of major league baseball and he 
was famous f9r his base pealing*" feats with the, Pittsburgh Urates. He 
served as preSident-of^e AAG^BL until the* end of^the 19^9 season, "^^ 

Mr, Carey was replaced in I950 by his assistant, Reed I^o, At the 



end of the 1950 season the League's relationship with the Management 

'Corpoiration was di|5solved because team directors thought Ite, Meyerhoff 

^ 18 

was making a' profit on gate receipts at their fexpenseu - In the Spring 



of 1951 Fted E^o was elevated to 'ohe position of League Commissioner and 
team directors assumed autonomous control of their personnel. With this 
change the organizational structure of the AA^BBL more nearly paralleled 



that of men's pgx>fessior^ haseball« The commissioner served primarily as 
League business manager and his power over League personjiel was greatly 
restricted, I call the period between 1951-195^ the Period of Autor^omous 
Team Own^^ship, The official title of the league was changed at this time 

to the American iris ^ Baseball League, but it was still popularly ref^red 

s 19 ' ^ * 

to as the All-Amerlcan Girls' Baseball Leagup, ^ 

The League grew from its four original tesyns of Racine and Kenosha 

I " ■ 

■•A ■ . . 

Wisconsin, Rockford, Illinois and Soi^h Bend, Indiana, in 19^3 to a maximum 

of 10 teams in 19Wii By 195^ it had dwindled to five teams (see appendix 

for listing' of teams), ^ • 

The f irkt four league towns were ^ar production centei^ in 19^3 and some 

21 

of the players worked in war prodliction plants in the off season. These 
cities were also centers where 'men's and women's softball had -been '""--"^'^ 

popular* during the i930s. Sites selected for future teams ajso tended to 

' 22 
be popular amatuer or semi-pro softball qenters, * . 

One thing all Leauge administrators had in common was the necessity 
of (financial support from local btisinessmen; piis became more axik more 
of a necessity after H3f. Hrigley gave up his interest in the League in 
l^iA', He reportedly sp^nt $200,000 on the League 

Under the Management Corporation structure initiated in 19^5 many of 



the ■businessmen who contributed t6 their local teams became team directors. 
These men tended to be among the foremost citizens ofNjjfchelx communities, 
_The ]^esidents of each teaii, along with League, administrative personnel 
formed the League Board of Directors which decided all nattears of League 
PcOicy;'^^^ . • 

, Team managers were primarily recruited from men's ex^professional 

baseball players, The more famous of them included Dave Bancroft and 

Johnny Eawlings who re^ctively l)layed shortstop and sgcond base^ toge§ier 

under John KcGraw's tutelage for, the New York Giants £rom 1921^923, ■ ^ 

Jimmy Foxx managed the Fort Wayne" Daisies during the 1952 seas6n and 

Bill Wambsganss mansiged in the League for four years, BjpjL Uaml?y, as he 

wa^ called, was famous for executing theVonly unassisted triple -plb^^ in 

World Series history, which he accoiaplished in" the 5th garnet of the 1920 
l6 . . - ' 



series/ ^ 



The most enduring and successful" team manager throughput the 12 year 

history of the^ league w^ Bill' Allington, He managed at Bockf ord for 

• ■ , , . " *- ■ * . 

eight years and at Ft. Wayne for twa years, AUlngton had been .involved 

in coaching women's Softball before his affiliation, with the AAGBBL began 
in 19^, 

These ex-professional baseball players . commanded player's and fan's 
respect as mgjiagers and they contributed to the professional aura of the 
League.* ' " ^ - 

A^jcouple of ^ the veteran women players assumed mid-season managership 
of teams in the late 1940s and ^^arly 1950s, Bonnie Saker, for instance, 
managed the Muskegon Lassies during the last^half of the I950 season. - 
But^ negat3,ve fan reaction, to and poor player cooperation with women managers 



prompted the League Board to prohiMt further employment of women managers - 

in 1^51.^^ „ ' ' r • V 

. There were. of course real and imagined problems yitJi m^e managers » 
ancL/ female playersi* But Jjeague adminisiritors solved these pcohlems • ^ 
i>efore the first of fic^lal game. Th4y hired chaperones ^to minister to 
the girls and to keep a vigil, on their moral /bQliavionr. . Chaperones i^rtere 
5f ten physical eduj^alfcion teacheirs and/or veteran amateur sof tball plkyers. 

Beginning with the I95O season some of the veteran AAGBBL jOayers acted ^ 

^ 29 ^ 
BiU Ikying chaperones. . . 

Some of the n early teams employed bat boys, but beginning with the . 

' • - ' - • •. ' ■ " ■ ■ . 30 • - ^ ■ 

19^ season, league teams more commonly employed bat girls.-' 

League umpires 'endured^ the same fate of player/manag^/fan vs. umpire - 
confrontations in the AAGBBL as they did in other leagues. - 

League administrators demonstrated^ a consisteltxt tendeQcy to e::?:periment 
with equipment and facility changes^t The trend was towaid the use of a , ' 
smaller ball and larger diamond,, ajid^from. und^hand jpitcfei^ 
pitching waich.came into-;jse in 19^ (see appendix for chart oh equipment 
and f£*ility changes).-^ The motive for these change^. was to increase the 

ectator appeal of the game — to reduce | the dominance of pitching characteristic 
of Softball and increase the hitting ^nd baseirunning aspects characteristic 
of baseball, "^-^ League publicity emphasized the uniqueness .of the game. It 
•wasn'1^ regulation men's baseball but.it wasn't regulation women's Softball 
^ either,-^* - , . 

Host players were\ecruited ,from inrban cente:^ throughout, the U.S. and / 

Canada. When the League first began operations in 19^3 it waS' necessary to 

X ' , ... ■ " 

pay players a significant wage to compete with war indxistry salaries. 




This starioarcj^ was maintained until I950 when Mr, Meyerhoff's influence on y 
the League wanned (s^e appendix for evolution of player salaries ),-^^ ^ '\: 

■ r ■ > ■ 

Each team played ^between 100-127-%ames per season (depending on tlje , 

nmber of teams in* the l;eagU8)^_^om -fthe end at fi^y tp the middle <^ 

SeptemlDer, Needless to say, players couldn't hold an additional joT>— they 

were full-time Isall players.^ * 

. ' \ . . . 

Until 1951 players were under contract to the League raider than* to • 

\. - • ■ * ^ 
"individual teams. This arrangement was established to facilitate eq.uali- 

' ' " 37 ■ * ■ ■ • - ^ • 

zation of team talent,-^' JSach spring team presidents and ma^hagers . 

V. *• . ^^ 

re-allocated play^ to teams in effoti^ to establi:^ balanced 

competition among all team^, 

The Li^ue adjninlstr^tors maintained strict conduct rules .for players ♦ 

' ^ ' . 4, ' , . • r . \ . - -^vr ■ * ^ " 

They strbve |o cQnv;ey and maintain an ideal imagfe of femininity by 

• ' \ ' K ^ ' \ ■ ' : .. ^ ; ' ' ' ■ 

stipiilating l^hat players always appear , in feminine attire when not actively 
■ . * , . ^ ' , . ■ . ■ . ♦ ' ■ ' ^ ^ - • 

engaging in practice games. Slacks and shorta were only allowed at picnics, 

on the bus 'and at the beach. ; Boyish haircuts were ^trict^y forbldd^iiV^^ ^^^^^^ 

Smoking and drinking were not permitted in public places although ^'players 

were allowed to have limited portions of beer and wine with after game 

meals. All social engagements, mating jciaces and living ^uarie;tts were 

supposed to be apprdv^ by cHaperones. The League^ solicited local families 

to •board players dyring -Uie^ season. Players wer^ not allowed to ftatemisife 

' / ^ J ' M ' \ ' 

with menibers of other cltibs or drive -their own cars beydpd their cities* 
limits without speciatl permission of th^ir managisrs. Th^y were-^ fined 
significant ambunts for infractions of these^ferid .more minor conduct rules. 

The conduct rgles listed above were comparable to those instituted . in 
colleges and ,they reflected the concept of^ femininity heldv by League ' " 



n . - . ' -' . J. \ . 

V. ^ . 1. • • . « . .' -.^^ \. 

Jadrainistrators. it must bBTjeaaiiibered also that Mr. Rickey wits an advocate 



J 



Of the Biorai, collegiate image, for men's professional jbal?. players as well 

as for the women players. It is strongly, siAspected' that Ite, Wrigley axjd ^ 

^ ' \ - 39 ^ . ' 

Mr. Meye2±LOff,^also adhered to this philosophy,-''^ , • 

The .most successful years of -the League, "based on atteiidance figures, 

: -were 19^3 toUgjjg /^ g ome 6f the\factors which contributed to the initial 

" su«ess of the League i^e identlfi^ as l) the .availability oi^ a broad 

talent^ bkse; 2) the dedication of experienced organizational and nearly , 

unlimited, financial resources to the formation of the ^League j 3) the . 

• institution of a unique s^tem for equalizing tesua strength; ^) the ^ 

• exJJst^de of a captive audience; and '5) the utilization of extensible 
-and professional publicity, and promotional campaigns • Softball was a 

cheap, morale-building anii very, popular recreation for men and women, 
young aiRd old, spectators ^ and participants alike during the 1930s and 
early 19^s. Hr^ Wrigley merely' tapped an existihg-, popular spectator 
entertainment and attempted to insure the financial^success of all teams 
through league rather than- team ownership of players, ^ \Iax production and 
transportation restrictions cre^vted a spectator market for the League^. 
These factors coupled with| extensive publicity and promotional campaigns • 
•increased yearly attendance figures through the war yeirs. It ia_iiiy 
t>pinion that the quantity and quality of the publicity and promotional 
, campaigns supplied by Mr, Heyerhoff between 19^3 and 19^9 contribuj^ed ^ 
significantly to the league's success in the Immediate post-war period, 
"Pemlninity" juxtaposed with 'skilled baseball ability* remained a 

. . . ' m 

' central ^them. in league publicity for the duration of its existence. „ : 
V Kr. Heyerhoff, Jby ^profession an advertising agent also continxially sought 



> 
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-.-fflibli^r^' cUfd 'j U' ui i iu b l tEaTcai^algDs IntsTnatlanra sSnd Rational as well as 
local In ciharacter. 

Perhaps the most ambitious promotional uhdertalong- on an international 
scale was M!r. .Mey^hoff'^s s.jarlHg-4£a^ir^ eKcuiion td Guba where all ' ^ 
eight teaias trained in Havann^ in V)Wi, The Dodgers t3calned in GuTja in . \ 
19^7 becayose Jackie Robinson on the rost^ and the Kxige?: admini- 
stration didn't T^ant to risk training i; soutM with him. To Krv. 
Mey^fioJ^'s . delight the. Girls' League att^ftt^ over 75, 000 .spectatoa^s^ 

.■.•:••> . ■' «f 

durii^~,fitn eight game exhibition series* far outds^wing the Dodger 

The popularity of the AApBBL in Culja li^plred the formation of ^a 

.^l^tin American Feminine Basehol League and In the fall, of 19^7 a group of 

American players. anc| a group o^ Cuban all w^e to. have played^ 

exhibitioq games ^Uia Cuba , Venezuelat Puerto Rico, Goluiqbia, Panaraap ^ 

Mexico and Texas, ' The tour fiidn't mako it out of Cuba for lack of 

reliability on the part of the Cub^ oT^wal^.^-t^^ but the Cu;|)an tour at 

le^t wds consld^ed a success, -' As a result of the 19^7 spring and fall 

ti^i'ning and exhibition .tours, several Cuban pla/ers were recruited and 

lib, ' 

played with the AAG3?L, ; & . 

y On a national ^cale, Mr, Meyerhoff obtained feature stories of the 
, league in popular magazines such as Life and Collier^s ,^^ He was also 
^^i® *° articles of the . League published' in wanufacturejcs and insurance 
company publications^ and in national sezlals,^"'' > ■ ' ' 

These international and national promotlonkl efforts were viewed by 

Kr. .Meyerhoff as valuable player recruiting devices as weil' -^s good 

48 " ' ■ - 

publicity. Outstanding female talent -was hot a$' well biganized through 
. . /• . • 



schpols -and coll|ses as outstanding i^tle talent t and the publicity obtained 
from these poromotional campaigns attracted, players to the Leagxia, 

'Another m#thod utilized by Mr. I'leyerhoff fpr promoting^ the League " 
in d[iff erent region^ of the country and discovering new jbalent were 
scaring training .tours throxjgh the south back to local cities, 
Ptoceeds jfrom these tours were often contributed to local charitable ^ 
causes. Officials from the Lexington Kentucky Goldb^ Orphans and 
industrial Home received, for instance, a $300,00 check from AAGBBL 



games >layed there in May,, 19^7. 



50 



In. 19^9 and 1950 >tc,' Meyerhdff sponsored two exhibition teams which 
toured various sections of the'U.S, throughout the summer. They were 
comprised mainly of,, rookies who gained valuable plajsirjg experience *while 
on- tour. These two teams travelled by bm and ''their bi^ driver, Lenny 
'Zintaxjj^ was # also their manager,-^ . 

Tne.bulk of Hr, Mbyerhoff's and his success62:s* publicity efforts were 

* ^ ' , . ' " '* ^ . 

of course diyeoted at local constituents, Local^ publicity a^d promotion 

I ^ ■ ' ^ ' ^ . • ' II - . . 
ranged froi!f%i^yfe^ coverage in ;Local sporj^ .pages to industrial ^ 



endorsements in team yea^Moks? from automobile sticKeirs and bi^ boards? 
to player endorsements and player entertainment; from special player nights 
to speciaJ. professional pre-gake entertainmen*^; from celebfity vislt^^^I J?^' 
honorary appearances. One special appearance featured 7k year old Mrs, 
Stoil in Peoria to throw out the first ball of the season, Mrs, Stoj.1 had 
played baseball wifh the New York Champions and Boston Bloomer Girls in 
189|/and" 1893»-^^ '\ ' 

One of the most novel ixromotional campaigns w^s Mr, Wrigley^s attempt, 
in 19^, to combine symphony orchestra ' and girls* 



entertainment package. Sports writers treated the 



j)aseball into an 
experiment t-zith 
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humorous ridicule. \)n0 >rriter observed that "Sporting and iiiuslcal experts 
agreed that some ball fans^ might be converted into music lovers, lout that 
the reverse possibilities wer^ dubious."'^-' ' 

Perhaps the most' historic promotional enterixrise , • as far as the 
baseball world is concerned, was the staging of an AAGBBL doubly header' In 



Hrigley Pie Ic^ as' a Red .Cross Thank You Night in 19^^-, The historic part of 
this double header tras that It was played at nifht, jundeor portable lights 
totaling 38,500 watts. The ideal wattage would have been somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 300,000 watts. ^As far as I Imow these were the only games 
,^ ever played at night* in Wrig^y Field. Between 16,000-20,000 fans attended 
the event. ' • 



The most concareterflocal promotional effoirts supported by the league 

r 

included contributions to local community recreation ptojeCtsVV^ In ^9^3 and 
- 19^ the League contributed a $1,000 scholarship to a female physical, 
education student vrho was a resident of the city vthose team won the post 
^ason championship or Scholarship Series,- as it- was labelled. The purpose 
of the scholarshi;^^ to encoxxrage feminine athletics and physical 

^'The most frequently sponsor^ recreation progralfis were youtl^ baseball 
, .yrS0^2[:^ 1948 and 19^ for in'ltance, thq. MUskegon/l^sies sponsored 
six teams of Jr. Lassies, These teams played with the 'same rules and th^ 
same ball as the ixrofessional^ league. The express purpose of their organization 
\fks to combat juvenile delinquency and train future league players-?^ Some 
lof these Jr. League players grew up to play with their local teams, as did 
. Pee Wee Wiley^who played first base for, South Bend in the i^^Os,^"^ 

A major respect in which League promotional efforts di/fered after the 

erIc , ■ , , , . 



Manasement Corporation pafricd in "{scheduling 'the girls>» teaiaa to play 
against men's teams or allowing th©%lrlG to play on men* a teams, |Th8se> 

( A 

particular jQ^omotional aevices were strictly ^oid^^ by both Mr, Ife3^1ey 
and Mr. Moy^hoff, They wanted to maivntaia the girls' gaa© completoisr^ 
sepa^eato from, the men's. Uhon teaB directors obtained 'autonomous, ^ z.' 
oimership of. their pea^onnel in 1951 • they ftequeatly sponsored ganes 
pitting the local men's and women's .teams ,against^ each other for jaronotional 
. purposes, Jin exchange of' batteries generally accompanied this practice, 
III orjie instance All-Star AAGBBL shortstop Eotty Schroeder tfaa selected 
to play a few innings with the Kalaiaasoo Hen's CKainpionshlp team to 
promote an annu^^uL benefit gam© against th^ Grand Eapids Blacli Sox, an 
all Black l;eam. ^ * . • * ^ " 

The ©nphasis placed on publicity and promotion £rom .l9^3 to I95O is 
not to suggest that Lqague publicity ceased after Mr, Meyerhoff 's association 
witW' the league discontinued in i950. It is merely to suggest that the 
qxaantity and qmlity of Mr. ^Mej^erhoff 's publicity efforts were significant? 
in maintaining the League's popularity in the immediate post-war years. 
"^^When thp League disassociated with Bfa:. Meyerhoff "in 1950 the promotional 
budget was cut drastically and if board meeting minutes, ar^ any indication, 
attendance alsojbegan propping drastically. Xeague Board membears ' 
increasingly complilned about operating in the red and cellar clubs 
morefe frequently claimed bankruptcy. ' * • 

But the demis/ of 'the AAGBBL af tei: the 195^ s^son yias mo^e complicated 
than just ^ a decrease in the publicity* bxdget. Other intra-league factors 
which contributed to the dissoll^tion of the Le^^He inclided switching fSrom 

Softball to baseball whicln drastically reduced the available talent pool 

i 60 ^ ^ ' ^ 

• the League could draw from. . The administrative changes which led from a 

league-catered to a teamrcentei:ed organization in I95I revealed team ' ^ 

\ ' ■ 15 , 
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dirQGtoEs' resistimco to tho concept of balanced competition— each one ' . \ 

" 6i • ' ■* \ 

TOJited their tean to win,. The 16ss of key players through injuries, " " 

rotireBontt plciyer mU^ from Chitsjago's rival aeai^p^o lepgu^ and other 

causes resulted in teaa losing strealib uhich led. to reduced attendiaco ard;^ 

in Gomo cases tQaa feidiruptoy,^^' * / • 

^ - ^ / 

Post IJorld IJar II social ch^es combined with in-tea-les^u© changes to 

conteibuto to thji^Leagia's dealse, RQcreational teends in the 1950a 

.. . ■ 

in^uded the growth of outdoor recreation, the groTrfch of all forms of ^ 

J . ■ * . . t> • 

travel, tho musteooEilng o'f , television viewing and the grotith of do«it 

yomrself Activities. All of these events counteracted the war-time 

•lettem of attending local. sporting activities. 'These factors also* ' 

contriTsuted to the decline and Remise of men's minor ^loagi^a "baseball ^^^^ 

throughout the U;S, during 'the early 195p^,^-^ ' . [ 

Poor breather conditions were a constant complaint of the South Bend 
directors during the 195^ seasort. One (quarter of the total league games 
were raijaed out that year, ' 

IJilliam Chafe in his book The American Woman.i Her Changing Social t 
Economic and FoTitical Role, 1920>-1970 t presented some data which .suggested 
a re-emphasis on the home as the focus of women's sphere during the 1950s. 
He cited larger families in the post war period and the exodus to suburbia 
as evidences of ^thls development. The .exodus to ^suburbia resulted in the 
wife becoming a family chauffer and re-emphasized her role in making. the 
home an oasis of comfort for the -husband. A re-emphasis on the hojne as 
wbmens* propfer sphere seemed .to be accompanied by a "de-emphcisis on womens* 
participation in historically masculine occupations . such as baseball. 

The ultimate question of course is what instructive lessons can be ' 
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ascertained from tho League's e:cp^ience for cunrent and futtire application, 
to wiaen'Q professional sport. The league's escperience seemed to point 
to the folloNirjg factors as tasic pqirlnciples of opea&tlon for a women's 
professional team sport: ^ l) Dete;mine tlie^ availability of a tooad talont ' 
base and inij^iate prograps to maintaii^tj 2) Obtain financial support frou^ 
individuals or grpups dediciated enough *io the activity to carry it throtigh 
unprofitable p^iods; 39 Establish and maintain a ^subsjj&ntial advertising 
and promotional ^toS^e-^; 4) Atteinpt to establiarh and maintain carganizational 
legislation which, assures the greatest potential for -equalised competition, 
I believe application of these basic elements xjould be a necessity in the ' 
orga:nisatlon of women's professional sport kt present an4 in th© future* 
Indeed, * they apji^ar to be the same principles which contribute to the ^ 
success of m^n'^ professional sport-,' 
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ORGAIIIZAT-IONAL STRUCTURE OF THE AAGBBL, 1943-1944 
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE- 0> THE 'AAGBBL, 1945-1950 
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ORiSANIZAnONAL STRUCTURE OF THB MGBBI^/ 1951-1954 ' 
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COMPARISON OF LEAGUE PUBLICm AND PROMOTION 
BUDGET WITH SEASONAL ATTENDANCE 



TEAR 



No. 

TEAMS 



PUBLICITY & 
PROMOTION BUDG^ 



TOTAL ATTENDANCE 
PER SEASON 



1943, 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
19^8 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 



4 
6 

-6 
8 
8 

10 
8 
8 
8 
6 
6 
5 



$5*067.00 
4,102.46 
4,066.80 
4,809,51 
8,445.40 
3,341.15 
468.00 
' 500.00 
200.00 
? 

. ? 



176,612 
259,658 
450,313 
754,919 
789,488 
?10,747 
585,813 
481,981 
? 



r 
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AIX-AtlERICAN GIRLS' BASEBALL LEAGUE TEAMS, 19^3-19 5k 



Eockfotfi Peadhes (ill.) 19^3-195^ 

South Bend Blue Sox (^nd.) ' » 19^3-195^ 

Kenosha? Comets (Wise.) 194.3-1951 

Racine Belles (¥isc. ) 19^^3-1950 

Milwaukee Chicks (^Tisc.) 19^ 

Kinneapolls Miller ettes (Minn. ) 19^^ 

Fort Wayne Baisiss (ind.) * 19^5-195^4- 

Grand 'Rapids Chicks (MlCh^ ) 19^1-5^195^ 



Peoria Redwings (ill.) 1946-1951 
Muskegon Lassies (Mch.) 1946-1950 
Chicago Colleens' (111.) 19^8)^ 



i 



Springfield Sallies (111.) 19^8 

KalamaZQg L^sies (Mich.^ 1950-195^1- 

Battle Creek Bell|s .(Mich. ) 1951-1952 

Muskegon Relies (Mich. ) 1953 - 



dJAYTON/OHIO 




mi PRE-SEASON TRAINtMG'TOUR 



ROANOKE, VA. 



!REENSBORO/f,N.C. 
RALEIGH. N.'C. 



CH/RLESTOR/ S.C. 



SAVANNAH 



GROUP 3: SOinli BEND & KENOSHA 



J MIAMI 



er|c 



3 



/ 
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MGBBL PLAYER SALAR-IES 



YE AR 



• LOW 



m3 - OT 

1950 

1951 - 1953 



1991. 



$iO PER WEEK $85 PER week; EXPENSES PAID 

) '■ ' ^ 

NO MINIMUM $100 MAXIMUM/ EXPENSES PAID 

'■ ■ ' , ,, • 

SALARY UMITATION A MONTH PER TfeAM. NO 

t . ' , , . 

. . MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM PER PLAYER. EXPANSES 
PAID. \ V 

$¥lOO SALARY .LIMlWlON A MONTH PER TEAM.. ^ 
. $W MAXIMUM PLAYER SALARY PER MONTH/ tO 
INCLUDE $115 EXPENSE MON^.. NO MINIMUM 
PLAYER SALARY. \ 




ECORD OF AA6BBL EQUimEMT AMD FACILITY .CHAMGES- 



ERIC 



YEAR 


BALL 
SIZE 


LENGTH OF 
BASEPATHS 


- PITCHING 
DISTANCE 


PITCHING 
STYLE 


1943 


22" 


60' 


40' 


UNDERHAND 


m 




68' , 








. 11 V2" ■ 




42' 


a " ^ - . 


M • 


11" ' ' 






UNDERHAND & 
LIMITED SIDEARM 


1947 




\70' 


43' - 


, SIDEARM 




" 10 3/8" 


72' 


50' 


OVERHAND 


M 


10" (red seam) 




• 55' ' 


> 


1950 


. LIVELIER ID" BALL 






• • 


1952 ; 


LIVELIER 10" BALL * 






' ' .-r 
f ■ ' 


1954 




, 85' 


60'/. ' 
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